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The Talent Given Us *** of ****
[image: image4]by Chris Hewitt
It's tough to describe "The Talent Given Us," which is why it's fascinating.
The movie appears to be a documentary but isn't. It seems to uncover the secrets of a family, but it might not. And it doesn't seem to be "acted," but it is. Here's the deal:
Writer/director Andrew Wagner wrote a script about an elderly couple and their two daughters taking a road trip from New York to visit their son in L.A. Not coincidentally, Wagner lives in L.A., and the elderly couple and their two daughters are played by his parents and sisters.
Are they playing themselves? Who knows? The family's eager participation in the project definitely indicates they have boundary issues. Mom Judy bluntly asks her husband to make love to her (not in those words). She and her husband chat about their infidelities with their daughters. Daughter Emily asks her mom to use a lipstick to identify the areas on her thighs that need to be liposucked so she'll look better for her sadomasochistic relationship with her boyfriend. And that's the small talk.
Wagner's casting gimmick is more than a gimmick, because it underscores the theme of the film, which is that not all forms of honest communication are constructive. The family in the film often uses communication as a way of not communicating — when, for instance, Emily tells Judy, "I'm not in therapy five days a week because you're a good mother," it sounds like two people honestly speaking with each other, but it's really just Emily sounding what we can tell is a favorit e refrain, one that keeps her from dealing with her real problems.
Real problems, this family has plenty of. You don't want to ask any of them, "Do you take any medications?," as one doctor does, unless you have a lot of time for the answer. They are screwed up, but they connect in unexpected moments that reveal the wisdom of Wagner casting "actors" who are hilarious and horrifying and, through it all, very much in love with each other.
What: "The Talent Given Us"
Directed by: Andrew Wagner
Starring: Judy Wagner, Allen Wagner
Rated: Not rated, but contains a lot of strong language
Should You Go? An oddball mix of "Grey Gardens " and "Seinfeld," it's not like anything else you've ever seen. ***


 
